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rewards levels, social networking sites, web site resources, and
other elements of the National Junior Firefighter Program.
The results are being used to determine which resources are
most utilized, what additional resources juniors and advisors
would like to have, and overall program effectiveness. Junior
firefighters and program advisors from across the nation
responded to the survey.

National Awards

The NVFC, thanks to support from Tyco International, intro-
duced two new national awards to recognize achievements in
the area of junior firefighting. The nomination period for the
Junior Firefighter of the Year Award and the Junior Firefighter
Program of the Year Award opened in 2009, with recipients
being selected in early 2010.

The Junior Firefighter of the Year Award honors
a junior firefighter or Explorer who has
shown extraordinary dedication, commit-
ment, and achievements as a youth member
of the fire service. Nominees must have
been a junior firefighter or Explorer for
at least one year and have gone above and
beyond in their participation and accom-
plishments as a junior firefighter. Two letters of
recommendation are also required.

The Junior Firefighter Program of the Year Award recognizes
a department that has an outstanding junior firefighter pro-
gram. The program must have been in operation for at least
one year, and departments must demonstrate creativity and
community impact for the program.

Both awards will be presented during the NVFC’s Spring
Board Meeting on April 30,2010 in Alexandria, VA. Recipi-
ents will receive a trip to Alexandria to attend the Award
ceremony, personalized award, and complimentary one-year
membership to the NVFC, among other items.

Junior Firefighter
Handbook

The NVFC released the
Junior FireRghter Program
Handbook to help depart-
ments through the process

of starting, maintaining, and
expanding a junior firefighter
program. The Handbook in-
cludes the steps to establishing
a new program, recruitment
and activity ideas, tips for
further developing an existing
program, sample documents
and operating guidelines, pro-
files of successful programs,

Program

and more. Download the Junior FireRghter Program Hand-

book at www.nvfc.org/juniors.
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EMS is an integral part of the NVFC’s mission, and the & The NVFC has partnered with NAEMT to foster a collab-
NVEFC has long supported legislation and initiatives that ben- orative relationship with EMS for the betterment of
efit the emergency medical services. EMS is incorporated into America’s communities.

all elements of the NVFC’s strategic plan, and the Chair of
the NVFC’s EMS Committee as well as a representative from
the National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians
(NAEMT) hold positions on the NVFC Executive Commit-
tee. All of the NVFC’s programs and resources are designed
to benefit and support both the fire and emergency medical
services.

& NVEC Kentucky Director Ken Kipper is one of the panel
members representing volunteer EMS on the National
EMS Advisory Council (NEMSAC). NEMSAC is a
26-member panel of EMS experts chosen by the Secretary
of Transportation to advise the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration’s Office of EMS on standards,
guidelines, benchmarks, data collection, and pre-hospital

In addition, the NVFC has released many resources to assist care. The two-year term spanned from 2008-2009.

the EMS community, including the EMS Cost Savings Calcu-
lator and an EMS-designated section of the web site at
www.nvfc.org/page/635/EMS.htm. The NVFC is also ac-
tively involved in many national committees, meetings, work
groups, and

partnerships regarding EMS.

Some highlights of the NVFC’s EMS activities in 2009 include
the following;:

& NVFC Kentucky Director Ken Knipper was named the
Chair of the National Fire Protection Association’s
(NFPA) EMS Committee.

& The NVFC has representation on the new NFPA Ambu-

lances Committee.

& The NVEC is a member of the Advocates for EMS and
worked with the coalition to restore first responder notifi- ,
cation protections in the Ryan White Act. . - -

& The NVFC is a member of the Steering Committee of the
Fire Service-Based EMS Advocates.
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The NVFC honored three individuals in 2009 for their out-
standing achievements within or benefiting the volunteer fire
service. The awards included the Fire Prevention Award, the
Legislator of the Year Award, and the Lifetime Achievement
Award. Learn more about these awards and past recipients at
www.nvfc.org/page/634/Awards.htm.

In addition, NVFC’s
Maryland Alternate
Director, Chief James
P. Seavey Sr., received
Fire Chief Magazine’s
2009 Volunteer Fire
Chief of the Year
Award. The award
annually honors a
volunteer fire chief
who has demon-
strated outstanding
leadership, innova-
tion, professional de-
velopment, integrity,
service to the public,
and contributions

NVFC Board Member Jim Seavey won Fire
Chief Magazine's 2009 Volunteer Fire Chief
of the Year Award.

to the fire service as a
whole. Seavey is the

chief of the Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department in
Maryland as well as a career firefighter in Washington, DC.

“The NVFC offers our utmost congratulations to Chief
Seavey on receiving this award,” said NVFC Chairman and
1998 Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year Philip C. Stittleburg.
“He is certainly deserving of this prestigious honor, and
we join Fire Chief Magazine in celebrating his remarkable
achievements in the fire service.”

Fire Prevention Award

The NVFC Fire Prevention Award, sponsored by First Alert,
is given each spring to a volunteer firefighter who exemplifies
the philosophy of fire prevention through their contributions

to the field. The Award was created in memory of Marc Muel-

ler, a former NVFC Board member from California, to honor
his leadership and passion for fire prevention and to attract
well-deserved attention to the heroes of public education.

The NVFC presented the 2009 Fire Prevention Award, to
Edward Sawicki for his long and accomplished history in the
field of fire prevention. Sawicki has served as Chair of the
Christiana (DE) Fire Company’s Fire Prevention Committee
for 14 years and transformed the conventional fire preven-

tion program into an award-winning mission that has reached
over 100,000 people during his tenure.

“I’d like to say what an honor it is to accept this award, and
how humbling it is,” Sawicki said during the Award ceremony
on April 3. “Ive not done this alone,” he continued, crediting
the influence and support of his wife, Sherry, his grandfather,
and his fire company and leadership. He went on to note that
with fire prevention it’s what doesn’t happen that is the sign
of success: “If we do our job right, we’ll never see the out-
come.”

In his first year as Chair of the Fire Prevention Committee,
Sawicki was given a budget of $1,500 and was able to reach
500 people. Now, he manages a volunteer staff of 14 people,
has an annual budget of $19,000, and reached over 9,000
people last year. Under Sawicki’s leadership, the Committee
has developed the motto “Christiana Fire Prevention Pro-
gram: Educating the Public So Others May Live.”

Each year, the Fire Prevention Committee holds two open
houses, 40-50 fire prevention programs, and countless tours
of the firehouse. In addition, for the past seven years the
Committee has provided a “Bear Run” to the local children’s
hospital on September 11 in remembrance of those who lost
their lives during the 2001 terrorist attacks. They take teddy
bears, fire prevention materials, and helmets to children at
the hospital. Sawicki coordinates with other fire companies to
ensure the event’s success.

NVFC Awards Committee Chair Joe Guyotte (right) presents the 2009 Fire
Prevention Award to Edward Sawicki.


http://www.nvfc.org/page/626/show_item/1030/News.htm
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In addition to his work in fire prevention, Sawicki has been a
volunteer firefighter for 22 years and is also a career firefight-
er. He has been married to his wife, Sherry, for 18 years and
says she gave him the confidence to realize that he could turn
the fire prevention program into a success.

Learn more about Sawicki and the Fire Prevention Award at
www.nvfc.org/page/634/Awards.htm.

Legisiator of the Year Award

The NVFC Legislator of the Year Award is presented in the
spring to a member of Congress who demonstrates outstand-
ing leadership and support of the volunteer fire service. The
2009 award was bestowed to Senator Susan Collins (R-ME)
on April 2.

“Senator Collins is a true friend of the volunteer fire and
emergency services,” said NVFC Chairman Philip C. Stittle-
burg. “She was one of the original supporters of the Assis-
tance to Firefighters Grant program and continues to be one
of the program’s strongest proponents as Co-chair of the Sen-
ate Fire Service Caucus and Ranking Member of the Home-
land Security and Government Affairs Committee.”

“In the past year, Senator Collins successfully advocated on
behalf of measures like the Volunteer Responder Incentive
Protection Act, reauthorization of the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion, National Fire Prevention Week, and National Campus
Fire Safety Month,” Stittleburg continued. “On behalf of the
NVEC, it is my pleasure to present the 2009 Legislator of the
Year Award to Senator Collins.”

Sen. Collins has been a trusted ally for the fire service on
Capitol Hill. She has co-sponsored several key pieces of
legislation such as the Volunteer Firefighter and EMS Per-
sonnel Job Protection Act of 2007, was the co-author of the

Senator Susan Collins (center) was named 2009 NVFC Legislator of the Year.

Improving America’s Security by Implementing Unfinished
Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007, and
has honored our nation’s heroes by authoring legislation to
memorialize fallen firefighters by lowering the United States
flag to half-staff on the day of the National Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Service.

As a strong proponent of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), Sen. Collins authored the Post-Katrina
Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006, which strength-
ened FEMA within the Department of Homeland Security
and helped to establish the United States Fire Administrator
as an Assistant Secretary-level position.

Lifetime Achievement Award

The NVFC Lifetime Achievement Award, sponsored by Scott
Health and Safety, a business unit of Tyco International,

is a bestowed each fall to an individual whose remarkable
achievements in the fire service and community exemplify
outstanding performance. In 2009 it was awarded at the
NVEC Fall Board Meeting, but starting in 2010 will be pre-
sented in the spring.

The 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award was awarded to Fred
G. Allinson, a volunteer firefighter from Washington State.
With a distinguished record of service, including six years as
NVFC Chairman and 39 years as a volunteer firefighter, Al-
linson’s accomplishments exemplify outstanding performance.
“Scott Health & Safety is proud to sponsor this prestigious
award,” said Mike Ryan, Vice President and General Manager
of the Scott business. “I cannot think of anyone more deserv-
ing than Fred Allinson. Over the course of a lengthy and
distinguished career as a firefighter, Fred has demonstrated
great leadership ability and earned immense respect from his
peers in the fire service.”
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Allinson started volunteering in 1963 at King County (WA)
Fire District 2 after witnessing a friend drop everything to
answer a call. He volunteered there for 30 years and rose to
the rank of Battalion Chief. He earned praise and admira-
tion from his fellow department members by leading through
example, not just words.

In 1993, Allinson moved to North Highline (WA) Fire District
where he served as a Battalion Chief and was placed in charge
of the volunteer program in this combination department.

He retired from the department in 1999 to focus on serving
as the Chairman of the NVFC; a position he held from 1995
until retiring from the Board in 2001.

An active Board member in the Washington State Fire Fighters
Association (WSFFA) from 1973 to 1983, Allinson served as
WSFFA President in 1980. He was also the WSFFA’s confer-
ence coordinator for 17 years. In addition, Allinson has served
as a member of the World Federation of Volunteer Firefighters
Association, NVFC representative on the Congressional Fire
Services Institute’s National Advisory Committee, National
Fallen Firefighters Foundation Board, and the Forestry and
Rural and Technical Correlating Committees of the National
Fire Protection Association.

Allinson has been an important advocate of the fire service.
He testified before Congress in 2000 regarding the Volunteer
Fire Assistance Program, which provides grants to fire depart-
ments protecting communities of 10,000 or less to purchase
equipment and training to improve wildland firefighting
readiness. He also attended the President’s Summit for
America’s Future on the NVFC’s behalf, advocating volunteer
first responder issues.

Allinson is retired from UPS. He and his wife of 54 years,
Carolyn, have three children and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Former NVFC Chairman Fred Allinson (left) received the NVFC Life-
time Achievement Award from Awards Committee Chair Joe Guyotte.
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AK State Firefighters Association, Suzie Hill Koklich
AL Firefighters Association, Bill Bulman

AR State Firefighters Association, Jim Gates

Volunteer Fire Fighters of AZ, Robert Hooker

CA State Firefighters Association, Vern Losh

CO State Fire Fighters Association, Robert Page

CT State Firefighter's Association, Scott Potter

DE Volunteer Firefighter's Association, J. Allen Metheny
FL Fire Chiefs’ Association, William Trinder

GA State Firefighters’ Association, Georgia Ann Smith
IA Firemen's Association, Bob Platz

ID Volunteer Fire & Emergency Services Association,
Kevin Courtney

IL Firefighter's Association, Robert Reason

IN Volunteer Firefighters Association, Jack Kerney

KS State Firefighters Association, Steve Hirsch

KY Firefighters Association, Kenneth R. Knipper

LA State Firemen's Association, Kenn Fontenot

MA Call/Volunteer Firefighters Association, Michael A. Bird
MD State Firemen’'s Association, Lee N. Sachs

ME State Federation of Firefighters, Joseph R. Guyotte
MI State Firemen's Association, William Reimann

MN State Fire Department Association, Ulie Seal

Fire Fighters Association of MO, Keith Smith

MS Firefighters Association, Larry Barr

MT State Volunteer Firefighters Association, Mike Zuhoski

NC State Firemen's Association, Jeffrey Cash
ND Firefighter's Association, Renee Loh

NE State Volunteer Firefighters Association, Norman E. Hoeft
NH Association of Fire Chiefs, Martin Carrier

NJ State Volunteer Firemen’s Association, Carl Christensen
NM Firefighters Association, pending

NV State Firefighters’ Association, Mike Smith

Firemen's Association of the State of NY, David Jacobowitz
OH State Firefighters Association, Roger Bair

OK State Firefighters Association, Chris Bain

OR Volunteer Firefighters Association, Jack R. Carriger
Firemen's Association of the State of PA, Paul S. Lukus

RI State Firemen'’s League, John H. Lyman

SC State Firefighters’ Association, Joe Palmer

SD Firefighters Association, LeRoy Koopman

TN Fire Chiefs Association, Al Rosamond

State Firemen's and State Fire Marshals’ Association of TX,
Patrick Hlavaty

UT State Firemen's Association, R. Wendell Robison
VA State Firefighter's Association, J. Allen Brennan

VT State Firefighters’ Association, Robert J. Kilpeck
WA State Firefighters’ Association, T.J. Nedrow

WI State Firefighters Association, Philip C. Stittleburg
WYV State Firemen's Association, Thomas Miller

WY Fire Chiefs and Firemen's Association, Brad Carroll
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AK State Firefighters Association, Dave Miller

AR State Firefighters Association, Clay Whaley
Volunteer Fire Fighters of AZ, Ted Smith

CA State Firefighters Association, Richard Brown
CO State Fire Fighters Association, Ronald Graton
CT State Firefighter's Association, Robert Guthrie
DE Volunteer Firemen’s Association, James Cubbage
FL Fire Chiefs' Association, Richard Knoff

GA State Firefighters’ Association, Larry Sharpless
IA Firemen's Association, Mike McKinnon

IL Firefighter's Association, Bill Offerman

IN Volunteer Firefighters Association, Willie Parish
KS State Firefighters Association, Dan Romine

KY Firefighters Association, Bryant Stiles

MA Call/Volunteer Firefighters Association, Joseph Maruca
MD State Firemen's Association, James P. Seavey
ME State Federation of Firefighters, Horace Benner
MI State Firemen's Association, Dan Pearsall

MN State Fire Department Association, Tony Bronk
Fire Fighters Association of MO, Rob Erdel

MS Firefighters Association, George Stevens

MT State Volunteer Firefighters Association, Mike Doto

NC State Firemen's Association, Paul F. Miller
ND Firefighter's Association, Allan Klein

NE State Volunteer Firefighters Association, John Bomar

NJ State Volunteer Firemen’'s Association, Charles Siedenburg

NM Firefighters Association, Ronnie Walls

NV State Firefighters’ Association, Mike Heidemann
Firemen's Association of the State of NY, Thomas Cuff, Jr.
OH State Firefighters Association, Timothy Adams

OK State Firefighters Association, David Thompson

OR Volunteer Firefighters Association, Allen Montgomery
Firemen's Association of the State of PA, Robert Timko
RI State Firemen's League, Kevin D. Quinn

SC State Firefighters’ Association, Ashley Boltin

SD Firefighters Association, Denny Gorton

TN Fire Chiefs Association, Barron Kennedy

State Firemen's and State Fire Marshals' Association of TX,
Dallas Renfrew

UT State Firemen's Association, Brent Marshall
VA State Firefighter's Association, Ken Brown
WA State Firefighters’ Association, Ron Roy

WI State Firefighters Association, Larry A. Plumer

WY Fire Chiefs and Firemen's Association, Ken Metzler
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E. JAMES MONIHAN
NVFC Delaware Director
Delaware Volunteer Firefighter's Association

FRED WILLIAMS
Past NVFC Chairman
Firemen's Association of the State of New York
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